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Abstract

An abstract of up to 300 words should include these headings: (1) Scientific
Background (2) Objectives (3) Methodology (4) Findings (5) Conclusions (6) Policy
Implications / recommendations

Scientific Background: In 2019, the Ministry of Health introduced dental treatment for
the elderly into the basket of services provided as part of the National Health Insurance
Law with the goal of reducing some of those barriers .

Objectives: 1 .To understand the preparedness of the health maintenance organizations
(HMOs) to provide dental services for the elderly as part of the National Health Insurance
Law. 2.To examine the patterns of dental service usage by the elderly now that it is
included in the basket of services provided under the law .

Methodology: 1. Telephone interviews with 10 key officials in the HMOs with regard to
the preparedness to provide the services included in the reform .

2. A secondary analysis of the data provided by the HMOs to the Ministry of Health
regarding patients over the age of 75 for the period 2019-2021 .

Findings: Between 2019 and 2021, there was a moderate increase in the number of
patients and treatments provided in the HMO clinics. A larger increase was recorded in
first -aid treatments. while Aa more moderate increaseone was recorded in preventative
care and in maintenance, surgical and rehabilitative treatments. There was a decline in the
number of X-rays carried out .

Conclusions: An increase was found in the scope of treatments in the first three years of
the reform. However, it is still too early to draw conclusions about its effect due to the
COVID-19 pandemic. Follow-up for a longer period is necessary.

Policy implications/Recommendations: Efforts should continue to raise awareness of the
reform among the eligible population, with emphasis on the reform's contribution to the
dental health of the elderly. The follow-up should continue for another five years and the
trends should be monitored from the patient's perspective as well.

2020 2 X-6.0n 0910
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Executive Summary- English 'n ptn

Scientific Background

Oral and dental health have a significant impact on the elderly’s quality of life and
level of nutrition. The level of dental health among the elderly in Israel is well below
that in many developed countries. Part of the reason lies in the barriers to obtaining
dental services. Since February 2019, preventive and restorative treatments
(procedures to repair and restore damaged teeth) for the 75+ age group have been
included in the basket of services guaranteed by the National Health Insurance
Law, and since October 2019 reconstructive treatments (procedures to replace
missing teeth and to repair damaged teeth and faulty bites) have been included for
the 80+ age group. In 2022, the reform was expanded to include anyone over the

age of 72.

Objectives
1. To understand the preparedness of the health maintenance organizations
(HMOs) to provide dental services for the elderly as part of the National
Health Insurance Law.
2. To examine the patterns of dental service usage by the elderly now that it is

included in the basket of services provided under the law.

Methodology
1. Telephone interviews with 10 key officials in the HMOs with regard to the
preparedness to provide the services included in the reform.
2. A secondary analysis of the data provided by the HMOs to the Ministry of
Health regarding patients over the age of 75 for the period 2019-2021.

Findings

During the period prior to the reform, the preparations of the HMOs were focused
on the training of dentists in areas related to the provision of care to the elderly.
However, there were no efforts to establish new dental clinics or expand existing
ones. Between 2019 and 2021, there was a moderate increase in the number of
patients and the number of treatments provided in the HMO clinics. Thus, the

number of adults aged 75+ who were treated in HMO clinics increased from
2020 3 N-6.0n 0910
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104,366 in 2019 (23.4% of the 75+ age group) to 137,881 in 2021 (28.5%). The
number of adults aged 80+ who received restorative treatment increased from
19,061 in 2020 to 23,368 in 2021 (an increase of 22%). For the sake of comparison,
during the 10 years following the reform of dental care for children aged 2-12 (from
2011 to 2020), the utilization rate increased from 18.3% to 35.4%.

A larger increase was recorded in first-aid treatments while a more moderate one
was recorded in preventative care and in maintenance, surgical and rehabilitative
treatments. There was a decline in the number of X-rays carried out. It is worth

mentioning that most of the eligible population were not aware of the dental reform.

Conclusions
The number of treatments increased during the first three years of the reform.
However, because of the Covid-19 pandemic, it is still too early to draw conclusions

about the reform’s impact. A longer follow-up period will be needed.

Policy Implications and Recommendations

Efforts should continue to raise awareness of the reform among the eligible
population, with emphasis on the reform's contribution to the dental health of the
elderly. The follow-up should continue for another five years and the trends should

be monitored from the patient's perspective as well.
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